Smithsonian
Office of Academic Appointments and Internships

Dear James Smithson Fellowship Applicant Reference,

You are being asked by an applicant for a Smithsonian Fellowship to 1) serve as a
reference and 2) evaluate the enclosed proposal. The Smithsonian Institution offers
fellowships that provide opportunities for postdoctoral researchers to conduct
independent research at the Institution in association with members of its research staff.

Please provide an evaluation of the proposal, considering the scholarly merit of the
proposed research and the likelihood of the applicant conducting it successfully at the
Smithsonian. We would also welcome comments reflecting your views about the
applicant's ability and his or her potential contribution to the field. In addition, we ask
that you disclose any perceived conflict of interest in providing a reference for this
applicant.

Reference letters are considered confidential, and the contents will not be revealed to
the applicant unless confidentiality has been specifically waived by you. Through an
online system the applicant will generate an email to you from solaa sc@si.edu
providing a link so that you can upload your letter of reference. The deadline for
the application is January 15, 2025, at 5:00pm, EST. Please submit your letter in
sufficient time to be included in the review.

The application - consisting of the proposal, academic records, and two supporting
letters- will be reviewed by members of the Smithsonian's research staff. Applications
will be evaluated on the basis of the proposal's merit, the ability of the applicant to carry
out the proposed research and study, and the extent to which the Smithsonian, through
its staff members and resources, can contribute to the proposed research.

Your careful assessment of this application will help us to maintain high standards in our
fellowship programs. Thank you in advance for your time and cooperation.

Sincerely,

Ol € Jfinboeas

Pamela E. Veenbaas,
Program Manager
Office of Academic Appointments and Internships

600 Maryland Avenue SW Suite 525E, Washington, DC 20024 « (T) 202-633-7070
« InternsAndFellows@si.edu « https://www.si.edu/ofi
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